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The Architectural Conditions of Baghdad Through Ibn
Jubair Al-Andalusi and Benjamin Al-Tudela Al-Qushtali
Trips in The Sixth Century AH/ The Twelfth AD - A
Comparative Study

Dr. Esraa Hassen Fadel
Abstract

Baghdad as the Arabic historian Al-Yakoobi said: (the mother of
the world and the lady of the conturies) was visited by many
muslims and foreign travelers from different countries and in
different times. Each traveler wrote down what he saw in
different way from the other traveler, heard something unlike the
other did or mentioned exaggerations that no other mentioned.

The choice of two travelers, one of them is the traveler Benjamin
Alttila, who visited Baghdad in 564 AH / 1168 AD, and the other
traveler is Ibn Jubayr Al-Andalusi who also visited Baghdad in
580 AH /1184 AD, is justified, since that; Benjamin was the first
European non-Muslims traveler- Jewish - visited Baghdad, and
the traveler Ibn Jubayr Al-Andalusi was the first Muslim traveler
who as well visited it. Each of the two travelers had interests and
views descriptive different from each other and worthy of
consideration and scrutiny.

The studying of Baghdad description that made by Benjamin
Alttila and his architectural observations included new
information and fictions, particularly that regarding to the
construction of the Caliphate Palace, its walls and zoos in it, the
numbers of the Jews and their schools, buildings of their
churches and their numbers, inscriptions and decorations on the
walls and writings on the walls as well and other views that show
religious tolerance and peaceful coexistence in the Baghdadi
community. Yet some of his observations involved exaggerations
and contradictions.
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Ibn Jubair was more realistic in his Baghdad description and
observations of its architectural and civilization landmarks. He
mentioned details on the neighborhoods, model buildings,
palaces, gates, walls, Khalifa institute, schools, mosques, science
councils, hospitals and model construction of its bathrooms.
That makes the comparison between the two travels as a new
study having paradoxes descriptive, personal exaggerations and
news contradictions as well as other cultural aspects worthy of
comparison which is contained in detail in the search.
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